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actually, the first rising against him took place very
shortly after his marriage. While he was making a
progress through Yorkshire in order to reconcile the
northern counties, he learnt that a plot had been
arranged to kidnap him, Its organisers were Lord
Lovel (the favourite of the late king), and the two
Staffords (relatives of the Duke of Buckingham).
They succeeded in gathering some troops together,
and the Staffords besieged Worcester, but the
energetic measures of the king caused the collapse
of the rebellion. Lovel fled to Burgundy, where
several Yorkists had already taken refuge, while
Henry caused the elder Stafford to be hanged, and
pardoned the younger (1486).

But though this attempt had been so easily crushed,
the malcontents did not despair, and with the help of
Margaret they organised a much more formidable
rising, The Earl of Warwick was put forward as the
legitimate heir, but as it was feared that an open
rebellion in his favour would merely cause Henry to
put him to death, it was resolved to find some one to
impersonate him. By these means the life of the
earl would be secured by the king's own interest
while in event of success the pretender could be
easily removed. The Yorkists found the necessary
instrument ready to hand. For some obscure reason
a priest, Richard Simon, had induced a boy to
pretend that he was Richard, Duke of York, the
younger brother of Edward V. This was Lambert
Simnel, who was born of humble parents at Oxford
but had received a better education than t'he ordinary.
The exiles had little difficulty in persuading Simnel